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PRESIDENT 
PARDONS 
BANNON 
AS TERM 
ELAPSES 


Ex-Rep. Cunningham 
among 143 to receive 
clemency in final hours 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON 

In one of his last acts in office, 
President Donald Trump issued 
clemency grants on Wednesday to 
143 people, including pardons for 
Steve Bannon, his former chief 
strategist, and Elliott Broidy, one 
of the president’s top fund-raisers 
in 2016, continuing a pattern of us- 
ing his power to reward those with 
close ties to him. 

Among the latest round of par- 
dons and commutations was one 
for former Rep. Randy “Duke” 
Cunningham, R-Rancho Santa 
Fe. Cunningham pleaded guilty in 
2005 to conspiracy and tax eva- 
sion. He admitted receiving $2 mil- 
lion in bribes that included lavish 
meals, trips and other gifts as well 
as cash from defense contractors. 
In return, he used his position in 
Congress to steer government 
contracts their way. 

Cunningham was sentenced to 
more than eight years in prison 

SEE TRUMP ° A3 


McCONNELL 
SAYS MOB 
AT CAPITOL 
‘PROVOKED’ 
BY TRUMP 


BY NICHOLAS FANDOS 


Sen. Mitch McConnell blamed 
President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday for the violent rampage 
at the Capitol on Jan. 6, saying 
that the mob that stormed the 
building had been “fed lies” and 
was “provoked by the president” 
to carry out its assault. 

McConnell, who is said to pri- 
vately believe that Trump commit- 
ted impeachable offenses, gave no 
indication of whether he would vote 
to convict Trump at his impeach- 
ment trial on a single charge of “in- 
citement of insurrection.” But it 
was a notable condemnation from 
the senator who will play a leading 
role in determining whether 
enough Republicans join Demo- 
crats to find the president guilty, al- 
lowing them to disqualify him from 
holding office in the future. 

“The mob was fed lies,” Mc- 
Connell said on the Senate floor. 

SEE CAPITOL • A4 


ALEX BRANDON AP 
President-elect Joe Biden and Jill Biden, along with Vice President-elect Kamala Harris and husband Doug Emhoff, take part in a 


ceremony at the Lincoln Memorial on Tuesday to mourn the 400,000 Americans killed by the coronavirus. 


BIDEN, HARRIS PAUSE 


TO MARK COVID TOLL 


On eve of inauguration, they mourn the 400,000 Americans who have died in pandemic 


BY BILL BARROW 
& AAMER MADHANI 


WASHINGTON 

Hours from inauguration, 
President-elect Joe Biden paused 
Tuesday to mark the toll of the co- 
ronavirus pandemic with a mo- 
ment of collective grief for the 
Americans lost. 

His arrival in Washington coin- 
cided with the news that the death 
toll had surpassed 400,000 in the 
worst public health crisis in more 
than acentury — a crisis Biden will 
now be charged with controlling. 

“To heal we must remember,” 
the incoming president told the 
nation at asunset ceremony at the 
Lincoln Memorial. Four hundred 
lights representing the pan- 
demic’s victims were illuminated 
behind him around the monu- 
ment’s Reflecting Pool. 

“Between sundown and dusk, 
let us shine the lights into the 
darkness and remember all who 
we lost,” Biden said. 

As the incoming president 
spoke, the bells at Washington Na- 
tional Cathedral began to chime 
and the Empire State Building in 
New York and the Space Needle in 
Seattle were illuminated. 

Cities from Miami to San Diego 
also lit buildings for the occasion 
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JIM WATSON AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES 


President-elect Joe Biden wipes away a tear Tuesday after 
making a reference to his late son, Beau, during a ceremony in 
New Castle, Del., before departing for Washington. 


while Biden’s inaugural commit- 
tee encouraged Americans to light 
candles in their windows in a show 
of national solidarity. Events were 
also held in the two cities that Bid- 
en calls his hometowns, Wilming- 
ton, Del., and Scranton, Pa. 

The sober moment on the eve 
of Biden’s inauguration — typi- 


cally a celebratory time in Wash- 
ington when the nation marks the 
democratic tradition of a peaceful 
transfer of power — was ameasure 
of the enormity of loss for the na- 
tion. 
During his brief remarks, Bid- 
en faced the statue of Abraham 
SEE BIDEN e° A5 


SAN DIEGANS STRUGGLE TO KNOW WHEN, 


IF THEY CAN GET A C 


Many hope that worst 
of region’s post-holiday 
COVID-19 surge is over 
BY JONATHAN WOSEN 


While the county’s latest 
COVID-19 numbers fuel further 
hope that a post-holiday surge is 
leveling off, San Diegans are still 
struggling to learn when and 
where they can get a coronavirus 
vaccine. 

The answer, filled with caveats 
and contradictions, seems to 
change from day to day — some- 
times, within the course ofa day. 

Case in point: On Monday 
morning, UC San Diego Health 
staff announced that the county’s 
mass vaccination site near Petco 
Park was accepting appointments 
from those 65 and older for the 
day. 

Christopher Longhurst, UCSD 
Health’s chief information officer, 
says the county told UCSD it could 
expand its vaccine eligibility. 
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ORONAVIRUS VACCINE 


NELVIN C. CEPEDA U-T 


Cars line up at the Vaccination Super Station at Tailgate Park 
in San Diego on Tuesday. San Diego County extended eligibili- 
ty for the COVID-19 vaccine to residents 75 and older. 


Longhurst shared the update via 
Twitter. That led to a signup 
scramble — though only among a 
select group that saw the original 
tweet. About 2,000 San Diegans 65 


FOOD 


BOWLS OF COMFORT 


Three soups bring all of the warmth, comfort 
and flavor you might desire this time of year. E1 


and up got their shots at the site, 
according to UCSD. Residents 
near the vaccination site com- 
plained of long traffic lines. But by 

SEE VACCINE e° A8 


Inauguration Day 


What: The 59th presidential 
inauguration 


Where: The West Front of the 
U.S. Capitol 


When: Kamala Harris will be 
sworn in as the 49th vice presi- 
dent at about 8:45 a.m. PST; Joe 
Biden will take the oath of office 
as the 46th president at 9 a.m. 
PST and will deliver his inaugural 
address. 


What’s different: COVID-19 and 
security concerns will mean no 
crowds on the National Mall, no 
inaugural balls and a virtual 
“Parade Across America” instead 
of a traditional parade. 


TV: Networks, cable news chan- 
nels and streaming platforms are 
planning extensive coverage. 


MORE COVERAGE INSIDE 


BD A5 - Local interfaith vigil calls 
for peace on eve of inauguration. 


BD B1- Michael Smolens: Biden will 
move fast on immigration policy. 


6 DONOVAN INMATES DIED 
OF COVID-19 IN LAST 11 DAYS 


Relatives point to safety 
conditions at prison for 
propelling virus’ spread 
BY JEFF MCDONALD 


Six more inmates have died 
from COVID-19 at the Richard J. 
Donovan Correctional Facility 
over the past 11 days, pushing the 
total number of fatalities to 15 
since the pandemic erupted and 
tying the Otay Mesa prison for the 
third-deadliest lockup in the 
state. 

Family members of people be- 
ing held inside the prison describe 
horrific conditions that are pro- 
pelling — rather than limiting — 
the spread ofthe disease. But Cali- 
fornia Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation officials say 
they have implemented a series of 
policies and procedures aimed at 
containing the novel coronavirus. 

“We take the COVID-19 pan- 
demic very seriously and will con- 


tinuously adjust our response as 
new information and situations 
arise,” department spokeswoman 
Terri Hardy said in a statement. 
“The department is closely moni- 
toring and tracking COVID-19 
cases in the state’s 35 prisons, and 
is responding to the recent in- 
crease with a series of actions.” 

According to wives and other 
relatives of Donovan inmates, the 
department’s rules are regularly 
ignored. They said inmates who 
test positive for COVID-19 are be- 
ing housed close together inside 
the prison gymnasium, where the 
virus is spreading faster than ever 
due to inadequate safety prac- 
tices. 

“The situation is so dire that 
the men are hungry,” said Toni 
Nell, a management consultant 
from Sonoma County whose 
brother tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the prison on Christ- 
mas Eve. “They receive three 
peanut butter and jelly sand- 
wiches, aka box lunches, per day. I 

SEE DONOVAN « A11 
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